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LETTER of the22.0f De- 
cember, 165g, from the Fleer, 
Riding atan Anchor atGraves- 
End , giving an Account of 
what hath paſſed there ſince 
the 17* preſent. 


$1; 
N Saturday motning 17 Inflane,at ren of the clock, 


Mc.Scor, Col, Okep, and Mr, Jobs Stroater, Comp- 

| roller of the Ordnamce, arrived on Board the 
__ "" Briftett, Captain Deakins being Commander of the 
Ships Riding at an Anchorin Ts{bery-Hope; balf an hour af- 
rer,on Board the ſame Ship, arrived Sir Henry Vain, Major Set- 
lowa), Mr, Commuey, and Mt T hankfull Owen: Captain Prakins 
about tivo of the Clack commanded the Drake Frigoc ro h 
Anchor, and ſer (ail eicher co meet Vice-Admiral Lawſen,vho 
then was thought to ride wich the Fleet in A{argeres Rode ; 
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or was ſailing towards the Hope : The Gentlemen before 
mentioned went on Board the Drake Frigat ; and after four- 
hours (ailing. fhe merihbe Fleet: The Gentlemen wen. onboard 
the F445 OO the Vice-Admiral, '. Sir Hen, Vis endeavanred 
ro perlivade the Vige-AJmirall tocome toan Anchor in the 
place where he met him: The 'Vice-Acmiral refuſed, and came 
to an Anchor at $8. inthe Evening a little below Graves-Emd, 

Nothing pafſed that Night worth the taking Notice of, bur 
© the Sabbarth-day the 18, Inftanc, abourrwo in che Afternoon, 
the Vice-Admiral called a Council of War, there beivg preſenc 
the Gentlemen before- mentioned; the three firſt in behalf of 
the Parliament; and rhe latter as Mediators between the Ar- 
my and the Fleet 3 unto whole ayd came Colonel Salmon, and 


*Col, Barrow,” © | 


The Vice- Admirall began, ;expreffivpg. 1m an excellene Diſ- 
courſe the Reaſons and Grounds of the Fleets coming in to the 
River, and their declaring theit Reſolutions to endeavour the 
Reſts:ing of the Parliament to the Exerciſe of cheir Authoricy, 
they judging them che onely-mens ts Reftore Peace: ati Ser- 
tlement unto theſe diſltreffed Nations». alMoſt ruined wich 
Changes, decay and lofle of Trade occaſioned chereby, and the 
like, After which, he cauſed the Declaration of the Fleet to be 
read, together with his Letter to the late Lieutenant Generall 
Fleetwood, and the Letter tro the Lord Mayor, Court of Alder- 


-men, and Common-Councell of Loxden: Afrer which, the 


Vice-Admirall cave a Narrative of Colonel Barrow's Negortia= . 
tions with him in che Downes ; as alſo what paſt berween him, 
Col, hue, and Captain Kingdom, which was to this purpoſe, 
viz, they deſired him to forbear Declaring, eſpecially -ip be- 
half of the Parliament : Likewiſe, That if hz (houl offer to 
come out'of the Downes, Charls Stars would ifimedittely 
Tranſport Men over to Emgland, who had (as theyalledged)24 


Saytar Offend, which were ready, | 
- * Towhich the Vice-Admirall anſwered; As tothe firft, He 
Wat Reſolved, with the whole Fleet, ro Declare, and wirh.cheir 


Livesand Forrunes to purſuEftinall points as become Engliſk- 
men, in order tothe Reſtoration of their Libercies: To the Se- 
6end, He bad Imetligence from Oftevd;Tbat there were no Shi Ps 
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ready, but ſome (mall Pickeroons ; andrhat he ſhould leave ar 
Dw#kirk. and the Coaſt of Flanders ſufficient Force to attend 
their Metiop. And moreover,he ſhould leave 3.07 4.ſ\mall Fri- 
gats in the Downes (as he bach) char ſhould be enough to ſecure 
England from any preſent Danger, char any prepararions that 
were on foot at preſent could threarengasallo,thar be was certain 
Charls Stuart had no other Porces ready, nor could nor in any 
reaſonabie time, 3f He had Ships, Colonel Se/mon endeayou- 
redto perſwade the Vice-Admiral, 2nd the Council of War, to 
ſend five or (ix more Frigars co the Downes, bur could not pre- 
vail;They were Reſolved to keep In1re,and rather look after the 
En2my in the hearc ofcheir Country, then thoſe in the Extream 
Parts: Colonel Sa/mon and Colonel Barrow fell both of them 
upon th2 Parliament,alleacotve that they had nor cone 3ny good 
ro the Nation : to which, ut was Reply:d; That che Reaſons 
were, for that the Army had alwayes bin the ObſiruRion and 
Hinderance, by their Impoſing upon the Parliament (uch things 
28 not unely hindered the Good which they ovght in Duty to | 
bave done to their Ceuntry, but alſo forced and over-awed 
Them todo thole things that gave offence and diſlike ro the Peo- 
ple in General ; to which, Barrew and Sa/mzon Replyed , That 
then, if they ſtood in the diſlike of che People, it was Exp2dient 
and Rational co compoſe All to calla Free Parliament, or ano- 
ther Parliament under Qualifications, rather then that Parlia- 
ment: Uno which it was Anſwered, That the Parliament was 
the onely Viſible Power of the Nation, and thar it is really in 
beeing by AR of Parliament ; and that if they ſhould nor 
meet, and devolve the Supream Poyer over to ſucceſſion of 
Parliaments , they muſt receive their Parliamens , whether 
Free or Limited by Qualificatiens, from the power of a Come 
mittee of Satety, who received their power from the Army, 
who have nothing to do with giving of Laws to the Nation, 
and, That it wasthe Duty of every man to oppoſe and hinder 
the carrying on of any ſach pernicious D-(igns, which rended 
ro nothing leſs then the Comverting the Supream Power of the 
Nation intothe Hands of che Army: For that if they ſhould 
ſubmit ro have a Free Parliament, then if they did bur barp up- 
on the firing of (harls Stuart, they would Difſolye Them, and 
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plead that Parliaments would nor do the Work, and that God 
had a mindto lay aide rhat1dol of the People, #arliamenrs, ſo 
1c would fall intothe Hands of a refin*d Incereſt;the Army; and 
If chat che Parliament, Ele&ed by the Aurhority of the Army, 
ſhould nor fall upon a Single Perſon, in Deſign to prevenc them 
of their Defign againſt Parliaments: Yet» what weuld chey de 
when chey ſhall be Over-ruled by the 21 Conſeryators, whoſe 
Judgmentand Intecett mult be pur inco the Ballance with che 
Judgmetit and Intereſt of the Pabli To the laft, it was Re- 
4098 by che Mediarors, That che Conſervators might poffibly 
e layed afide ; To which ic was anſwered, Thar in the reom of 
them, che General Council of che Army wonld undertake char 
matrer : It was Replyed by the Mediators, That the Army bad 
reaſon {o to dogre {ee chat what chey had Fought for, ſhould noc 
bz loſt ata Breath; unto which was anſwered, That the Parlia= 
ment we:e oblidged,in an higher Nature thanthe Army, to pre- 
ven: that ; betides, Tharthe Parliament conld nordo it, in re- 
ard that what was Fought fer, was the publick InrereR, and the 
Parliament mult necefl; :rily adhere co the pubtick Tncereſt, That 
che Army never intended other, then to fortifie its Self againſt 
rhe publick Incereſt, by ſerring it Self up as a diſtin& Corporati- 
on orer the Peopleand publick Intereſt ; the which, was appa- 
rent by chei: preſent PraRiſes, andtherefore 1 was neceffary thar 
ch: Army (hould be b:&nght under the Civil Power, above 
which it had Exalted ir Selffor ſeveral years 1: paſt : And thac 
although they promiſed co fit undzr that which they now ſhould 
ſer Up; all the World kneweth they might pull down whar 
they ſet up, notwithRanding cheir Promiſe ; for the World 
knowerh that yer no Promiſe , Covenam, Engagement, or De- 
claration ever held Them, Therefore it is neceflary ro oppoſe 
Them, fince They ſtrike at All, efpecially, when thar their pre- 
ſent cffer of a Parliament, Free, or Qualified, tend-th 
ro nothing but to avoid the preſent Emergency , of 
.-what is threatened by Generall cM ONC K and Vice- 
Admiral L Aw SO N, and the other Forces of the 
Commonwealth, who (no donbr) with the bleſſing of the Al- 
mighty, will bring Them ro Account for all heir Horrid Per- 
juries, Breach of Traft, Blaſtings and Abuſing of the Nition, 
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by pretendingthe ſecuring of che Cavſe,the refined Intereſt, and 
the Feople of God, when nothing was more DeftruRtive there- 
unco, then their preſent Procezdings, which;fforh overthrow 
and endanger all together ; and deſtroy the Trade and Navigiti- 
on, obrucingof Juſtice, and diſcompoſing the Harmony of 
Government, to the diſhonour of God, and diſquier of th: ſe 
Nations: Beſides, there is nothing leſs to be expeRed from 
Them ;- Nay, ſome of Them have boaſted, chat ſoſoon as this 
Danger is over they will bridle this Nation well enongh with- 
out Parliaments; therefore the People are to have a care they 
be not caken by the ſnare of cheic ſpecious Prerences , fnce ir 
1s certain, no Parliament can be called that knowerh better how 
ro rid the Nation of theſe unquiert and dangerous Perſons : 
Moreover, it was largely diſcouried and proved , that this Par- 
liament ever did what they could poſſible (in their ficting before 
Cromuek's Interruption) to ſhake of the Yoke of the Army,thar 
chereby they might arrive at the work of Setlipg the Nation 
pen the juſt and honourable Baſis oftrue Freedom , ſuch as 
mighe conſiſt with the Preſervation of Publique Intereſt : The 
like chey did at cheir laſt Sitting, it 1s evident to the whole 
World, They made ic appear, that they did not intend longer 
co lend their Aachoricy to be a Mask to the eArmies Tyranny : 
Beſides, Ir was made appear, that when they were admitred the 
laſt rime tothe Exerciſe of their Authority , icwas to no other 
endthan tobe a Shield co defend the Ring-leaders of mi'cbi2fin 
the e Army ; For ſome ſmall time, to colour their AR of turn- 
ing out Richerd and his Parliament , unrill they ſhould find an 
Occaſion or fir Opportunity co rare chem on again , ſo thar 
they might arrive at what chey aimed a', viz, The Tyrannizing 
over che Nation : Nay, in their Pcivare Cabals, there are ſome 
of chem have adviſed rarher ro chooſe a Free Parliament, than 
a Parl:ament char ſhall be choſen with Qualifications.in regard 
they ſhould have Opporcunicy adminiſtred ſooner for their rnr- 
ning our, | 
There were many more particulars diſcourſed of ; bur my 
mkmory rogether with my time, prevenceth we of giving You 
che particulars: Bur, let me afſure You, they were the b:| that 
ever I heard, in ſo much chat chey concurring wich the Judg- 
menc 


ment and Reſolution cf the honeR and galfan: S2a-Comman- 
ders, 4 Or 5 ofthe difſen:ing Cemmand<ers that ood out ac 
the fir were convinced, and fagned the Declaration, before the 
faces of'tne Mediators, Sir, There being nothing of Aion ar 
the pre/ent; I tocbear to give You any farther Accountzin regard 
char whar they intend further is under conſideration in order to 
AXion ; the which no donbr will produce another face upon 
things, If che PWallingfordians ſhall Gill perfiſt in cheir Folly and 
M:dnefle, againit which and Them God in his providence will 
witnels, tothe deliverance of thele almoſt deftroyed Nations - 
1n\hich work, it 1s the Duty of every Engliſh-man co aſflit,ch»: 
Poltericy my be happy under” a Succeſſion of Parliamen: ary 
eAutherity, derived from a Civil, rather than a Military Foun- 
cain, from whence floweth nothing but Abſoluceneſs, Pride, 
and unlimited, arbitrary, and Tyrannical Streams, 

Sir, I do not queliion bur You will conribu:e your aidin 
this Work, and end2avour to undecetve the Nation of the Pre- 
tence of th? «Army, in calling a Parliament togerher ; with thz 
Danger of receiving a Parliament from an eArmy, in which the 
Nation doth no [els than grant the Army tobe the Supream 
Aqg:bority : Beſides, when lt is Their D2fiznin Calling them) 
©r n0 Other End than to levy Mony , te hold You and your 
Boteriry in Slavery and Bends not eafily to bz ſhaken off, 


Str, 


Yeur Friend, and faithful 
Servant to the Publique, 


M. H. 


